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The Microsoft certification landscape



My certification journey so far

1997

First exam: Windows 
NT 4.0 Server

2003

Microsoft Certified 
Trainer

2001-2010

All Windows and 
Security certifications

2010-2012

Microsoft Certified 
Master + MCSM

2013-2025

Do the rest!



Why do certifications?

Self-studying to learn 
new skills

Microsoft Partner 
requirements

Acquiring base skills 
for new platforms and 

technologies

Teaching others and 
delivering trainings

Becoming a better 
architect with general 

knowledge

Being less bored on 
lunch breaks when 

doing renewals!



About the exams
Timed, usually 2 hours (extra 30 minutes if 
English is your second language, see: 
https://www.pearsonvue.com/content/dam/VUE/vue/e
n/documents/publications/999930.pdf)

Typically majority of questions are multiple-
choice.

Expert exams usually have case studies, 
sometimes labs.

You can do these remotely or at a test center. 
A few thoughts on this.. 

https://www.pearsonvue.com/content/dam/VUE/vue/en/documents/publications/999930.pdf
https://www.pearsonvue.com/content/dam/VUE/vue/en/documents/publications/999930.pdf


Learning by doing

Identify certification 
path

Decide study 
approach: self-study 

vs. classroom

Check the labs + 
requirements

Allocate time

Prototype, build, trainSchedule exam

Ace the exam!



Labs

Try to find the essence of the lab – what am I 

trying to learn? 

Some labs are tedious. You don’t have to do 

it. But you have to learn it.

I never use pre-built lab 

images/environments. The gist is usually 

something else, so I can easily replicate the 

intent in my own sandbox.



What about learning paths?

Microsoft has a vast collection of free 
learning content – see 
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/training/browse/

Easy to dip your toes in new platforms and 
technologies, without fully committing yet.

Typically from 35 minutes to a few hours. 
Some paths are much longer, and prepare 
you for a specific certification exam.

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/training/browse/


Which ones should I do?

Align with (possible) 
Microsoft Partner 
program needs

Align with your own 
career path and 

aspirations
Try to be broad 

enough



Hold on, Microsoft Partner programs?

Microsoft Solutions Partner Designation



Hold on, Microsoft Partner programs?

Microsoft Solutions Partner Specializations



DEMO: Exams, labs, preparation



Path to PL-600 and beyond

PL-200 or PL-400 PL-600 AZ-305AZ-104



A security-focused path to Power Platform

PL-200 PL-600

AZ-500

SC-200
SC-300

SC-100



Microsoft Certified Trainer

Associate or Expert level certification – 
probably more than one ideal.

Verified Proof of Instructions skills.

Yearly renewal + certifications must be up to 
date.



Miscellaneous topics I forgot to talk about previously

Renewals – how do 
they work?

How long to complete 
PL-200/AZ-104/etc?

Can you ask for more 
money from your 

boss?



End-to-end success plan for achieving mastery

Expert

Tackle the base examsLearn to do labs

Read enough, not 
everything

Essentials

Build a plan for desired 
exams

Move beyond labs – 
more challenging tasks

Identify your preferred 
learning method

Mastery

Skim Github labs

Build the lab from 
memory

Prepare & book the 
expert exam

Book the exam

Gather on-the-job 
experience



Resources

Microsoft Training Certification Poster

PL-200 Labs
PL-400 Labs
PL-600 Labs

Microsoft Certified Trainer requirements

Additional thoughts on passing exams

https://query.prod.cms.rt.microsoft.com/cms/api/am/binary/RE2PjDI
https://github.com/MicrosoftLearning/PL-200-Power-Platform-Functional-Consultant/tree/master/Instructions/Labs
https://microsoftlearning.github.io/PL-400_Microsoft-Power-Platform-Developer/
https://microsoftlearning.github.io/PL-600-Microsoft-Power-Platform-Solution-Architect/
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/certifications/mct-enrollment
https://jussiroine.com/2019/09/how-i-prepare-and-often-succeed-with-technical-microsoft-certification-exams/




Thank you!
aka.ms/jussi
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